******************************************************

*
*i:r
*
*
i:r
!
*
*i:r
*
*
ft
*

*
ft
*i:r
*
*
i:r

!

*
*
i:r

;

*
i:r

!

*
i:r
ft
*

!
*
*
i:r
;

*
i:r

!

*
i:r
*i:r
*
*
*
~

Dear Neighbors,

February 2017

Season is here, and there has been a lot going on in Town since my November newsletter! For starters, it
turns out the ballot for our March 14th election will not include candidates for the Commission; the ballot will
only include Charter Amendments necessary to incorporate the Town Manager position into our Charter
properly. The three Commission seats were uncontested, therefore Vicky Feaman and I have been re-elected,
and Barbara Baldasarre will be taking the seat vacated by Carmen McGarry. We thank Commissioner McGarry
for her service and wish her well.
With her wealth of knowledge and experience, we are fortunate to welcome Commissioner Baldasarre to the
dais. She is a registered nurse, licensed to practice in three states, and has a Master's Degree in Health Science
Administration and a post-graduate certificate in Public Administration. She also has 15 years of extensive
interaction at the County Commission level as Director of Professional and Support Services/County Division
Head for Runnels Specialized Hospital in Union County, NJ. Barbara and her husband, Connie, became parttime Hillsboro Beach residents in 2005, and official Florida residents four years ago. In interviews, Barbara has
said she wants to serve on the Commission because she is very happy with the Commission's recent direction
and wants to help stay the course. Welcome, Commissioner Baldasarre!
Another bright note is that on January 5th, our very own Chief Tom Nagy was installed as the President of
the Broward County Police Chiefs' Association. Congratulations, Chief Nagy! The induction ceremony was
impressive with a Color Guard and Special Agent George Piro ofthe FBI as keynote speaker. Also related to
the Police Department, please note that my last newsletter mistakenly referred to Lieutenant Pugliese as
Sergeant Pugliese. My sincere apologies.
As many of you are already aware, the situation with our beach has not improved. After 18 months of
attempting to hold meaningful discussions with Deerfield Beach and DEP regarding the damage done to our
beach by the Deerfield rock piles (groins), on December gth the Town issued to DEP a second and final Letter
of Intent to File Petition. DEP has 60 days in which to take action to enforce the conditions stipulated in the
permits held by Deerfield for their groins, conditions that include mitigating downdrift damage. If DEP
elects not to pursue enforcement with Deerfield, the Commission will need to decide the Town's next step
at a Special Meeting, the timing of which may cross with the delivery of this newsletter. I will share the
most up-to-date information on this topic via email as soon as I know more. (If you do not receive my email
updates but would like to, please forward your email address to me.)
There is promising news regarding our ongoing AlA situation. On January 20th, the Town received word that
DOT has agreed to do an official analysis of the traffic issues at AlA and Hillsboro Blvd. The study is expected
to be complete by mid-March with DOT recommendations shortly thereafter.
Also relating to AlA, a Resolution was passed at the January Commission meeting outl ining a proposal to
FDOT/MPO for an overhaul to AlA that will address the flooding in the south mile-:tilOrder to eliminate the
flooding, the Town has to work with the agencies on the bike path situation. According to Chief Nagy, this
should be a positive thing. Since we currently do not have marked bike paths, cyclists are permitted to ride in
the road, however, having the bike paths marked as such will require cyclists to stay in the marked bike paths
or receive citations. The Chief says enforcement can be expected. This project,
however, is a long way off - State/County funding is not available until 2022 at
the earliest.
In the meantime, we have lots of other fish to fry! Anytime you would like to
share your thoughts about our Town, please let me know. Together we can
make Hillsboro Beach all that it can be...

Thank you for allowing me to serve,
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Deb Tarrant
Mayor
Email: dtarrant@townofhillsborobeach.com
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!* *Dear
Friends and Neighbors:
May 2017 !
! It has certainly been a busy Spring. First, regarding our efforts to improve A1A, the Metropolitan !
* Planning Organization and the Department of Transportation (DOT) have moved us up in the queue
* for remedial work to address the flooding in the south end of Town and to add a sidewalk in the north
* end. We've gone from #38 to #19 on the project list! It will still be a couple of years, but they will
get to us well before the original estimate of 2022. Vice Mayor Kirdahy has done an excellent job of
* communicating the urgency of our situation as she continues to work on moving us up on the list.
* Also with regard to A1A, DOT completed a traffic study in March evaluating the A1A/Hillsboro Blvd
intersection. We are anxiously awaiting the results/recommendations.
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!
* Also on a positive note, funding for the project to replace our 60-year-old water pipes has been
*
! approved. For those of you who will be around this summer, please be prepared for a disruption to !
* traffic. The goal is to have the water line project completed before snowbirds return. The Broward
*
* County sewer line replacement project unfortunately cannot be done simultaneously. (Believe me,
*
* we tried! ) We are now working to see whether the sewer line can be timed with DOT's A1A project. *
Different agencies have their own schedules, so syncing major projects is difficult. In addition, there !
*
* is only so much space for work crews. Please be patient with the temporary inconvenience these
* projects will cause. Ultimately these long-overdue improvements will benefit us all.
*

!

! Recently, the Boca Inlet made a request to DEP asking to ignore their Inlet Management Plan (IMP). !
* Boca wanted to dredge 70,000 cy of sand from the ebb shoal, and place the sand north of the Inlet
*
* instead of south. As a downdrift beach dependent on sand flowing south, Hillsboro Beach filed a *
! formal objection to Boca's request. The matter has been granted a hearing in front of an Administra- !
*
*
*
!
*

tive Law Judge, set for either August 16-18 or October 4-5, depending on the judge. In the past, the
Town has not objected when Boca, for their own interests, chose to ignore their IMP. Fortunately,
our current Commission is educated in coastal science and realizes the negative impact of allowing
Boca to continue the practice of "backpassing," whereby sand gets stuck at the lnl~t a second time
before being dredged again and allowed to re-enter the natural southern drift.

*
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! Also with regard to our beach, as most of you know by now, on April 24, 2017, the Town (standing !
in for DEP under 120.69 F.S.) filed a formal lawsuit against the City of Deerfield Beach. This
*
* action was necessary because Deerfield Beach has ignored the conditions in the permits granted for *
! construction of sand-trapping rock piles/groins in the late 50's and early 60's. Deerfield was allowed !
* to build those structures only after they accepted certain conditions, one of which was that Deerfield *
* is responsible for anticipated downdrift damage caused by the groins. As we all know, for decades *
* Hillsboro Beach taxpayers have shouldered the cost of repairing damage caused by the groins. On *
! April 4, with full support of a packed chamber, the Commission voted unanimously to pursue enforce- !
* ment of the permit conditions through the court system. In one last attempt to avoid litigation, the
*
* Commission agreed Deerfield sho_u[9 be given l,!ntil April 24 Jo respon.9 with a m~aoi ngful propgsal. _1L.
* Deerfield's only response was yet another letter posturing about "good faith." The fact is, Deerfield
*
has repeatedly refused to hold meaningful discussions about the permit conditions in question and
!
* the damage caused by the groins. Contrary to every coastal science textbook ever written, Deer*
* field's representatives say their groins cause no downdrift erosion. For more information on this,
*
* please check my website: www.debtarrant.com, where I have posted the 4/24/17 email blast sent to *
!•residents who are on my email list.

*

!

!

*
!
*
*

While the situations with Deerfield and Boca are difficult, the good news is
Hillsboro Beach has finally taken a stand and challenged the status quo.
For now, those of us staying in Town for the summer will hold down the fort,
and for those heading north, I wish you safe travels.

*!* Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Mayor.
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Deb Tarrant

*!*

Mayor
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Email: dtarrant@townofhillsborobeach.com
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
August 2017 !
! Summer is usually very quiet in Town, but not this year. First, I'm excited to let you know, as of August 1, Hillsboro !
* Beach has a new Town Manager. William "Mac" Serda comes to us as a former Assistant City Manager in North *
* Miami Beach (NMB). Mac's financial oversight of the NMB Police Department and management of one of the *
! largest water utilities in South Florida makes him especially well-suited to Hillsboro, given that police protection !
* and water supply are the primary services provided directly by the Town. The Commission extends our thanks to *
!
! Bob Kellogg, former Town Manager, who has retired due to a fam ily illness.
* Regarding the water main project scheduled to start in early June, the Department of Transportation (DOT)
*
! changed its position on a permit granted over a year ago for the planned construction method, revoking the
!
* permit three days before construction was slated to start. Six weeks of back-and-forth between DOT and our *
* engineers ensued. A different construction method was agreed upon at the July 11 Commission meeting. This *
! delay, as well as the additional time required for the new method, means the project will not be finished before !
* Season. However, because of the fragile nature of our existing 60-year-old water mainr the decision was made
_
t to begin construction as soon as possible and continue through Season, which saves $30,000. The water main *
* project timeline is now August to April. This unexpected inconvenience is a disappointment for us all.
!
! Broward's sewer replacement project is next on the list. Fortunately, as of now, the timing for this project
!
* dovetails well with the water main project. The water and sewer lines are not adjacent, so in order to keep one *
* lane open for traffic at all times, the projects could not be done simultaneously. Construction for the sewer
*
! project is planned to begin in March, just as the water main project is being completed. Hopefully before
!
* Season 2018/2019, we will have both infrastructure projects behind us. DOT can then schedule the final pass to *
! resurface and raise the road in the south end of Town to help the flooding.
!
* The beach legal situation is pending. In response to the lawsuit Hillsboro Beach filed in the name of the Depart- *
! ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), Deerfield filed a countersuit. In response to Deerfield's countersuit, !
* Hillsboro filed a Motion to Strike. understand these filings, it's important to note that DEP is charged to
*
~

To

* enforce the conditions in Deerfield's permits for their rock piles. However, because DEP has not enforced the *
! conditions, as an "interested party," The Town filed suit "standing in the shoes" of DEP under 120 F.S. (This
!
* statute is used when a state agency is not doing their job.) In fact, Hillsboro Beach is not suing Deerfield; so per *
*
* our attorney, Deerfield cannot countersue Hillsboro, thus our motion asking the Court to strike Deerfield's
! countersuit. The legal team does not expect a ruling until mid-September. Fortunately, Mother Nature was kind !
* to us this winter. Southerly winds started early, reducing the impact of the rock piles and buying us time.
*
* The administrative hearing for Boca Inlet's request to back-pass sand to the north is scheduled for October 4 - 5. *
* Boca's Inlet Management Plan {IMP) stipulates sand dredged from the large sand bar created by the Inlet must be *
:!, passed only to the south. This is so the sand can re-enter the natural southerly flow after being trapped by the !
* Inlet. Disregarding the impact for beaches to the south, Boca periodically asks DEP to ignore this requirement *
* when they feel their beach north of the Inlet can use more sand. Back-passing to the north means the sand gets *
! trapped at the Inlet a second time, starving downdrift beaches twice. Given the infrequency of Boca's dredging, !
* this can mean a starvation period of 16 years for downdrift beaches. By filing an administrative action, the Town *
! was successful in stopping the most recent back-passing attempt, but this is not a permanent solution. DEP has !
* acknowledged the need for a revised IMP for the Boca Inlet; the difficulty is that Boca owns and operates the inlet *
* unilaterally, and has no reason to change the status quo. Although making strides with our beach situation is *

! difficult and will be a marathon, I am committed to pursuing the changes necessary to even the playing field. I
* appreciate those of you who have reached out with your support for these efforts.
! Finally, I've been asked to share a reminder not to feed the foxes, raccoons, feral cats, etc.
* that are on the island. The issue is the critters become emboldened around people, which
! is dangerous to both the humans and the animals. Your cooperation is appreciated.
! In closing, please know it is my pleasure to serve as your Mayor!
* Enjoy the rest of your Summer,
b
Deb Tarrant

Mayor
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Dear Neighbors,

November 2017

The holidays are fast approaching, and soon we will have our snowbirds back in Town. This upcoming winter
season will likely test our patience when it comes to navigating through Town on A1A. As mentioned in my
previous newsletter, at the last minute back in June, the Department of Transportation forced a delay for our
water main construction work, pushing the start date from June to September. On September 5, the construction company began mobilizing equipment and materials. Several tons of gravel were delivered on that day,
only to have to be removed the next day when it appeared Hurricane Irma was going to bring us a direct hit.
Thank goodness we were spared, but those who were here immediately following Irma know there was still a
lot of debris removal that had to be done. The hurricane thus created the second major delay for our water
main project, and the construction schedule once again had to be juggled. Mobilization was finally re-initiated
on November 8. While consideration was given to delaying the project until after Season, because the existing
pipe is in dire need of replacement and because the County sewer project is scheduled to begin on the heels of
the water main project, the decision was made to proceed. On behalf of the entire Commission, I apologize in
advance for the inconvenience we will all be subjected to for the next several months. The best laid plans…
With regard to our beach efforts, October was a busy month. The Administrative Hearing requesting that Boca
Inlet not be permitted to back-pass sand to the north of the Inlet (given that their DEP-approved Inlet Management Plan requires them to send dredged sand south) was held on October 4 & 5. In addition, on October 25,
the preliminary hearing was held for motions relating to the Deerfield Beach rock pile/groin litigation, and a trial
date for the Deerfield case was set for late-October/early November 2018. It will be several weeks before the
rulings from both hearings are made.
Relating to these legal filings, I would like to clarify two issues. First, the action for the Boca Inlet is not a
lawsuit; it is an administrative proceeding being held at Hillsboro’s request to determine whether DEP has the
right to break its own rules for management of the Boca Inlet. On the other hand, the Deerfield action is indeed
a lawsuit, and the preliminary hearing was held to deal with motions filed by Deerfield in response to Hillsboro’s
suit. The Deerfield case is very complicated, and as a result there is much misinformation floating around. The
only ruling the judge made at the preliminary hearing is that the suit we brought against Deerfield in the name
of the State under F.S. 120 would not be heard as a jury trial. Deerfield’s attorneys were hoping for a jury trial,
however, given the technical nature of the case, Hillsboro’s attorneys were pleased with the judge’s ruling. All
other motions were “taken under advisement” by the judge and will be ruled on at a later time. This includes
whether or not Deerfield is allowed to countersue Hillsboro, again requesting a jury trial in their countersuit. In
the meantime, the Town is prepared to do what’s necessary for the long haul to protect the rights of Hillsboro
Beach residents.
Things at Town Hall are going very well under Town Manager Mac Serda. Mac and the Town Commission are
excited to welcome Sherry Henderson as our new Town Clerk. Sherry recently relocated from Georgia and is
loving life as a Floridian. Please feel free to stop in and say hello!
Also, please always feel free to reach out to your Commission with thoughts or questions on anything that
affects our Hillsboro Beach community. We will do our best to respond to your
concerns and keep you informed!

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Mayor,

Deb Tarrant
Mayor
Email: dtarrant@townofhillsborobeach.com

